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NORTH ATLANTIC MAIL 1767-1875

LETTERS BETWEEN EURDPE AND NORTH AMERICA 1T6T-1875. THE
CHANGE-OVER FROM SAIL TO STEAM. THE COMPETITION FOR THE
SUPREMACY OF CARRYING MAILS ACROHES THE NORTH ATLANTIC

PREFACE

Since the establishment of the first Betish colonias in Morth America there has been a growing need for written
communicalions between the Maother Country and the New World, The same need has been characienstic in writien
messages to and from other European countries. Until the revolution of sleam power the letters were very much in
handds of fale a5 to when, if ever, they would reach thair destination.

This collaction of letiers tells the story of the ships and shig ines camying madls across the Moeth Atlantic, | concentratles
o mails between European pods and he pors in the two Morh Amencan counnes, United States and Canada The
most far-away destinations of the letiers are California, Mexico and Culsa in the west, Russia and India in the east.
The exhibit intends 1o tell how the steamships overcame sailling ships as faster and maore relable mail camers, and
fiowe the scheduled mail service was developed in the 19th century. The exhibit points out the impenance of the non-
coniract pioneer Seamers and the [acd, thatl il was the Cunard Line, which came to be ihe most remarkable company
in developing the scheduled camiage of transallantic mails by steamars,

The axhibit is nol organized to be a siudy of postal rates. Howewver, &ll postal information on the letters 5 discussed
to clarify the miscellaneous markings and the varied scale of postages. The most important Postal Convenlions ane
mientsoned, The routes of the letlers are all cleared.

The exhibil consists of 172 letters from 1767 until LLF.U. 1875, They have baen carmed across the Marth Atlamtic by
owier B0 various ships owned by over 20 shipping companies. World-class rarities are the maiden vayage latters of
pioneer steamers the SIRILS, the BRITISH QUEEN and the CALEDOMNIA. Several other maiden voyage lefbers are
presenied. Remarks of imporance and philatelic discovenes have baen printed in Bk and underined,
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1. EARLY MAILS CARRIED BY SAILING SHIPS 17T67-1817

The transatiantsc mail in 18th century was in great part carmed by private sailing ships, which carried mainky goods.
sometimes passengers, and some letters ghven Lo 1he hand of the ship's captain, The ships were small, 250-400 tons

often rigged as two rmast bngs or three mast bargues, The sailings were saldom scheduled, a caplain would remain in
poi until he had Tull hold. Time wag of litthe concem and only a fully loaded ship brought a satisfactory financial result

Hence, a ransatlantic letter might take anylhing from three weeks fo theee months o reach the addresses

In the 1780's the Brilish Post Office began to issue individually named ship-letier handstamps to postmasters al poris
in all parts of the Kingdom. Tha purpose was to ientify the fetter as a ship-letter and also name the specific por of
antry, 5o that the inland postal charges on the mileage basis could be accuralely assessed.

1767. Letter from Philadeiphia to London - DOVER SHIP LRE
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Route: Business [efler daled in Philsdeipbaa on 18 March 1787 and addressad to Landan Cariled b Dover by private safing
ship The leter was an the way 52 days
Markings: DOVER SHIP LRE - handstamp. ;: i pli 5
numiser 4 {4d), Arnval stamp Lendon Bishkap Mark '.".I'M..!-. .'-"'.h My
Rate: Zingk: [elten saplains gratity 1d plus inlend pastege Dover-London 3d = todal 44 ta be collechsd

DOVER
SHIP LRE

In the 1E&th cantury the ship leter charges consisied normally thres

parts: &) The ship-letter charge; b) The small fee paid to the ship's
master for each letier handed over; c) The inland postage according
o the number of miles the ietter had been conveyed by raad from the
port of entry 1o the place of address,

The rates in Britain unidil 1839 were basad on the number of the sheels
and weighl of the [eflern
= ane sheed of papeds weighing under 1 oz 1 rate
- bwn sheats of paper weighing under f oz 2 rates
- three or more sheels weighing under 1 oz 3 rates
-1 1% oz 4 rates,
plus one rate per addidicnal quarter oz

British inland rates 1711-1796

Single Doubde Treble =10z
30 rmiles &nd wnder 3d Bd ad 12d
Cier 30 miles 44 Bd 12d 16d

DOVER 27 mm, 3HIP LRE
X mm, no hyphen,
Robertson ype 518 I use
1765-8E6

/ML

Faur penry marking in black

London datestamp Bishop
Mark 7 WM&, (Way)
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2. SAILING PACKETS 1788-1839

KUAIL

& manihly line of packet bosls bebween Falmouth and Mew York was opened by the Brtish General Post Office

(G.RO in 1755

In the early days any ship departing on & journey overseas had no redl cedainly of its reaching the destination, |t was
customary to mscribe & “talisman” on the lelter - Q.D.C. Thiswas an abreviation for Guem Dews Conserveat (May

God Guide).

1788. Prepaid letter from London to Mew York via Falmouth with endorsement “p. Packet - @.0.C."
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PU

FOST PAID kandetamp
ol Landan

a?
il
One shiing marking
Londan Fost Cifice
- datestamp 1 Oclober
17EE

Route: Ertre business letter dated in London on Oclober st
1788, Carried transalfantia by Faimouth packet SPEEDY, which
depated Falmoulh an B Cotobar for Maw York vis Bemuda snd
Halfax Thera are no markings of the final devery dabe of the
letber, Bul N wes probably about eady January 1780

Markingg; Endarsement “p. Facket” end "2.0.C." {Qwam Deus
Congamesi London datestamp 1 Ociober BA. Frepaid marking
k= im red ke Rownd POST PAID handstemp of Landan

Babe; Frepaid one shiling as 2 sngle shest |=er This coveled
thie postaps all e way Tram Londan 10 hleds yodk

1784, 22 May. GFO Notice

“Wedice was given by an advertisement from his
office of 18 Mowermber last, thal the packet pasiaga
of 1/~ baiween Londaon and Mew York, might or nod
be paid beforehand; but difficullies having arisen in
the collection of the packef postage in Morh
Armerica,., hoth inland and packet postage,. musi
absolutely be paid to Mew York, and also to
Halifax. wilhoul which they musl be opened and
returned io the writers."




NORTH

3. PIONEER STEAMSHIPS 1838-

Whike sail had dominztad the Morth Alantic during the early decades of the
19th cenlury, steam was being developed as a source of manine povwer in
the same persd. Robert Futten had the CLERMONT operating in Maw York
in 1807 and the SAVANNAH crossed the Atlantic in 1812 mosily by sail
however. The GREAT WESTERMN was bullt to be the first mail steamer in
the =pfing 1838, To prevent this, the British and American Staam
Mavigation Company charered 8 small wooden paddie-steamer of TOD
tons from Ish Sea. The SIRIUS left Cork for Mew York on April 4th and
reached Nesw York on April 23nd - few haurs befone her cornpelilor and got
the hionour of being the tirst mail steamer owver the Atlantic,

n vovage letter of SIRIUS
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Houte: Mew York-Faimouik-Londan. Unpald wrapssr dabed in Mew York 27 apd 1836 (docketing). Addressed to tine world-
renmevined Bwnkcers FAothschild & Son. Forearded bo the ship in Mewy Yark Cosried trensatianfio by the SIRIUS saiing far her
return maidan woyage from Mes York on 1 May 1638 and arking af Falmauth on 168 May.

[ idamn wo o lubers of the SIRIUS have besn recorded.

Markings: Endorsed “Per Sirus”. On the back a boxed red “AMERICAN & FOREIGN AQENCYT handsamp (Raovea: Rerity 4)
showing the forwarder wha put the |stber ta the shp. Framead "SHIP LETTER FALMOUTH" type 5.7 {16834-40} shava whens the
meiks warg tsken ashore, Arival slamp of Londan *E" on 27 May TH3R. Manuscripd Sis.

Hate: Charged &= rigle werghi letter 3 % 8d ehip Tea + 3 X 1~ In@Bnd poefage Faimowin-London = foisl 5 10 colec
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4. THE CUNARD LINE - PIONEER STEAMERS 1840- MAL

©n 4th May 1838 Samuel Cunard, @ Mova Scofian shipowner, after long negotiations, signed a contract with the
British Goverment. The confract calied for A sufficient number, nol less than theee, of good substantial and efficien
steam vessals of nof less than threshundred horsepower each® 1o camy the mails twice a month between Liverpaal
and Boston on & year-mound basis, Cunand received a subsidy of £ 535.000 per annum. The contract was 1o run for
SEVER '

The E-E'!'l.’?::mrtﬂﬂ in May 1840 with four steamers: The ACADIA, BRITANNIA, CALEDONIA and COLUMEBLA. The
managing shipowner company was The British and North American Royal Mail Steam Packet Company betler
ki &5 the CUNARD LINE

Bd0. c = of the BERITAMMIA
'___  — r!_ =
] A E,
. ::‘/’ E |
*1 L] Hi 1 -}
¢ S won. . g
- - s, BOSTON SHIP han p
- H _:' me 283 in e 184044
.‘ L]

i - Blesion manuscipl marking
- 20 34 cenls

PAID .ﬁ.T]
LiverrooL

PAID AT LWVERPOOL type
l‘ Wida | in use 1E34-43

e .

- Liverpoal manuschpl ane
shilling

Foute: LiverpoakBoston-Philadeipha. Ertira busnass lefter dated in Lvenrpacl an 20 Oef 1640, The BRITARMNIA depaned
Lwvespood for her thind vayege on 20 Oot and serived @t Boston on 3 Mod A westbound voyage of 14 deys,

Markings: Endomed o "Britannts Seemer’. Red 1~ manuscript and framed “PAID AT LVERPOOL" handstamp are on the
front. Liverpoc! datestamp 20 Ocl. on the backflap. "BOSTON SHIP arrival stamp on 3 Moy The addressas has matked the find
receying date “11MMDT [ = 4 Now] in the upper sdge of the cover,

Rate: Prepad in Liverpood 1 shiling packet lefler rate, U.S. charged 2c ship fes + 1B 3Mc inland fee Bosion - Phiadelphia (315
rifies] = 30 34 canis postage die.




5. SAILING PACKETS AGAINST STEAMERS 1840- —

AURO
“Ivis
13“44

Datestamp of TRURD 15
July 1644,

Route: Trum-Liverpoal-New York. Enbre private letter dated in Trura, Comwall on 15 July 1844, mnhdhlauingm
departing Liverpaot 17 July and armving at Mew York on 22 August A westbaund saling of 35 days.

Markings: Endoreed i "Frivete Ship”. A Incsa type TRURC debestamp on July 158 on the front: Backstampsad with “SHP-
LETTER-LIVERFOOL" on July 1710, type 515, Manuscript *8° in red and “8" in black ink. Amival marking on Auguet 22nd in the
lawer |eft comes

Raie: Prapaid Bd shep lather fee. LS, charged 8 cents postage due ea an incoming ehip lether addressad fo the port of amval

Sailing packets against steamers

mlunnlmmnmmmawnmnHmmmamm The greai advantage to the

il ; e i {1 rard run. which vared very litthe from the sastward, wheneas
ﬂmmmpammummmmmmnﬂmw -ldmli which often langthened their crossing to over forty days
as the table of comparisons shows (from “The Transatlantic Mail” by Frank Staff).

Westward Eastward

Sailing ships Longes Shovfest  Awverage Longast Shortest  Average

days d&yE alays aays days days
Black Ball Line 48 22 bk o | 18 2242
Dramatic Line aB 23 3012 25 17 2012
Red Star Line 45 27 38 28 g | 24
Swalbowtadl Line 45 2a 35 3 17 2212
Steamships
Greal Western 21 13 18,12 15 12,5 13,8
British Quesn 20 14 178 21 13 16,12
Liverpoal 18 18 174 24 13 1516




ATLANTIC
6. GROWING CUNARD LINE 1845- o
6.1, CUNARD EXTENDS TO NEW YORK

Samuel Cunard succeeded in obtaining & renewal of the mail contract with the British Admiralty on 1 July 1846, good
until Jantary 1858, The new confract retained the Boston service via Hallfax and required a new service 1o Mew Yok
o commence In January 1848, This confract sealed the fale of the Greal Western Sleamship Comgany which had
been trying o gel a mall contract with the British Goverment for years. The company had been privately camying

1848, The first visit at New York of a

Cunard steamer

Paddie steamar CAMBRLA had the honour
of beginning Cunard line's service to New
York in Janeary 1848, Ever since, with
the exaption of the Crimean War

and the two world wars, the Cunarders
hawve mainfained a regular service o New
‘Yiork from Britain.

Copy of the Liverpaal
wackstama

Route: Entire business lefier (rvaice of stesware]
dated in Sheffiald on 4 Dec 1847 Camied by fhe
CAMBRIA dep. Liverpood on 1 Jan., @ & haw
York a8 the frst Cunarder on 16 Jan. 1848,

g5; Endorsed “p. Cambria®. Datestamp
Shaffieki on 31 Dec. Manuscript “1-" in red, Cwal
trarsfstamp of Liverpool an the back. New ark
round framead numeral handstamp "8",
Rate: Prepaid in UK, 1) single packat lofther, LS,
charged Gc pastage due for a single ship latter
addressed to the port of arval,
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6.GROWING CUNARD LINE 1845-
6.2, THE RETALIATORY PERIOD 1848

Duwe 10 the Brilish discrimination of the Amerncan contract sieamers in UK. pors, the US Congress on June 1848
passed legislation beginning on July 15t 1848, empowering the U.E, Posimasier io collect & 24 cend ship letter fee of
all lethers cared on foreign packets, In practice this ment the British packets and the Cunard Line.

_—

Boulg: Loador-Livempool-bew York-Phiadelphla. Enfre private single letiar datad
in Londan on 23 June 1848 The lettar was put cnbeard of Cunard’s CALEDORLA
in Liverpoal on 24 June. The steamar reached Mew Yook an 8 July , whach was the
fired mirval of a British packet during the Retslistory Rabe period.

Markings: Londen deteatams "AP JU 23 1848° on the backfiap. A taint red "NEW Red NEW YORK SHIP JUL B 29 cis
YIORK SHIF JUL 8 28 ¢ hendstamp on the front. handsiamp, Weage Jul Bth 184E-Jan 1st
Bate: Single LLK. packet lefber fee prepaid by 1/~ sdhesive stamp. LS. charged 1845, i
24c: redaliatory postage + Sc inland fee to Philadeiphia = 200 to be collected handstamp.
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6.GROWING CUNARD LINE 1845-
6.3. “FOUR SISTERS" TO CUNARD - TREATY RATE PERIOD BEGINS 1848-

The new Cunarders AMERICA, NIAGARA, EUROPA and CANADA wera wooden paddle-sleamers measuring 1830
tons, 251 feet in length and fitted with two side level engines of 670 horsepowers each, paddiewhaals being 32 feet
in diameter. Like earlier Cunard Ling ships, ihey proved fo be refiable and economical. They served the line [ong o
the 1B60'es. The EUROPA, for instance, made 105 round voyages before being soid out of service 1867

Routs: London-Liverpaol-New Yark-Cleveland. Camed over by the NIRGARA, dep, Liverpoal on 19 May, ar. New York on 2
June 1845,
Markings: Fant Londan LS handstamp on1S Meay, red 1/ rebe manuscnpt mariong of London. Black lozenge handstamp on

16 May and red “5 cenis” handstamp (both Liverpoal), red Mew' York ‘FAID SHIF® handstamp,
Rate; Traaty rabe one shiling prepalid, Credt o U.S. Sc inlend. Brish retainad 16c sea [Briish packef) + Jc infand = 18c,

// . PAID
/ v’ SHIP

Lendan LS (Lomband Livarpasl "5 cents”  Early use of Mew York
Strest Past Office) Londen manescripl  Liverpool  B-sided handetamp, type M33, "PAID SHIP, no. 333,
handstamp 15 May marking “1/-° = one handstamp, fype M28, inuse 1B49-59, firstuse N use Apr 1848 - Mear
1845 shiling n use 1848.61 19 March 1848 1856
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6 GROWING CUNARD LINE -
6.4, NEW CUNARDERS 1850-

With the completion of the AS 14 and AFRICA, the CALEDCONIA and HIBERNIA were 50k 1o Spanish Government
for service in the Spanish Navy., The new ships proved to be fast enough to compete with the American Colling
Line luxury ships beginning the mail sailings bebween MNew York and Liverpaal in the same year 1850, O her
third voyage the AS1A set a new record easibound crossing in 10 days 7 hours.

e Oflsans-Mew York-Liverppolondon  Business caver datestampad in Mew Ofaars on 14 Sep. Carnied by coastal
steamar to Mew York.  Camed fransatiantic by the ASIA, dep. Hew York on 25 Sep., am. 2 Liverpoel on 50l 1B50.

: Endeised "p. Arst Steamer via Liverpool’, New Oeans datestamp on 14 Sep and handstamp *24" bath in ned ink
Mew Yark P00 struck “PAID™ and “18° in red colour,  Landan tembstone armval datestamp & Oct
Rate: Totel prepaid 24c Treaty Rate, UK was credited 18 (18c sea + Se inland), ULS. retaned Sc (inland fee).

Roube: Liverpaci-New York-Fatersburg, Virginia, Printed lefiershaet headined Prices Current of American Praduce at Liverpoal,
Decamber 8, 1850° Caried by the second voyage of the Cunard Line's new steamer AFRICA, dep. Liverpacd on 7 Dec, ar at
Mew York an 21 Decembar .

Markings: Endorsad “pr. Afica” Laverpool datestamp on 7 Dec. and *18 CENTS™ accountency handstamp tipe M42 in use
1649-56. Liverpood oval transitstamp “L DE 7 A" an reverse. Mew York receiver "BR. PACKET DEC 22 24°

Rabe; Total 240 dus, whereal 18c credi fo UK {18¢ ocean fee 4 3c inland), U.3, relained Se inand postage.
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7. AMERICAN STEAMSHIP COMPETITION s
7.1. THE OCEAN LINE

The firsl American atternpt to break the supremacy of Cunard was the Ocean Steam Mavigation Company, knom as
Ocaan Line. The company had a mail contract wih LS, Postmaster General and had two steamers in seérvice on
route Mew York-Southampton-Bremen for eleven years 1847-57. They were named WASHINGTON and HERMAMKN.

1850, Letter from Channel |slands to New York via Sout n

SV ek
i Soo e b g ”’“&,ﬁmhfgff

Route: igland of Jersey-London-Southamptan-Mew York. Entira privats lefier dated in Jessay on 18 Oet Camed by fhe WA-
SHIMGTON (16t voyage) dep. Breman on 15 Oct, calling at Southampbon on 20 Oct. and reaching Mew York on 3 Nay, 1850
Markings; Endorsed “via Sputhampton o go pr Washington Steamer on the 20 Oct® For some resson dalsstamped in Jersey
Past Office: one day aariar, on 17 Oct  Transit stamp of London on 18 Oct Manuscaipt 1/~ in rad. Apcountansy harsiamps
Londan "F1 CENTS® and Mew York arched “PAID"

Baie; Troaty Hate 1. prepaid. US wes credied 16c sea (Amencan steamar) < Sc inland = 21¢, UK retaned 3¢ intand fee

b _ al

Roule; London-Southampion-Mew York. Entire prepaid business iefier deted on 8 Sep. rom bankers Hambios & Son, London
to Hemdeicks 8 Brothera, Mew Yok Carmed by Ocoan Line's mal sleamsr WASHINGTON (20th wayage) safing from Breman on
5 Sep . caling &t Southampion an 10 Sep, and arving 8t Mew York an 23 Sep. 1651

Markings: Endomed "p. Washinglon®. Datestamped at Lombasd Streat Post Office on # Sep. Manuscript marking “20~° and “42°
icentsh Mew York amched "PAID"

Aate: FPrepaid 2. [equivaient to SBc) as Trealy Rate double weight |efter U S, debried U K. double eosan postage 2 x 168 =
doubhs inand 2 x 5 = 42 cenE. LK. refsined 2 ¥ 3¢ inland = 8 cents
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7. AMERICAN STEAMSHIP COMPETITION i
7.2, THE COLLINS LINE

The Americans wanted to regain the supremacy of the Allandic that their sailing packels had held for sves & generation
befare the amvel of Cunard steamers, U.S, Postmaster Gensral made 8 contract with E_ K Colling and agresd an
annual subskdy of $385,000 in order to buld a steamer service 1o compete with Cunard, The New York and Liverpool
United States Mail Steamship Company known as Colling Line ondered four ships and began the transatlantic
serdioe in April 1850, The fast, well equipped steamers of 2860 fons each, were named ATLANTIC, PACIFIC, ARCTIC
and BaLTiC,

d by United States mail s

é{f,ﬁw Geflaitmst.

———— e

Foute; Southamplan-Liverpoci-New York, Enfire private lefier from LS. Consulate 1o James Gordon Sennat, the editar of the
Mew York Hessld Dated in Sowthampton on 28 May 1851, Carrled rensatiantic by Caling Line's PACIFIC (Tih voyage) dep
Liverpoot on 28 May, arr. &t blew York on T June

s: Endarsed “Pr. first Steamar from Livenposl®. SBauthampton datestemp on 26 May, London on the same day and
Liverpacl tranaltstamp on 27 May, Accountanoy markings "SCENTS (Lverpoal) and "48° (Mew Yori)
Rate: Chamged a6 doubke weight leftes (-1 oz.) undar the Trealy Rate. Unied Hnpdom debited United Slales the inland pogtage
2 x 3¢ = B Total postage was 2 % 24¢ = 4B¢ fo be collectiad

g, /N 48
SMY 26 a M\I"'Eﬁlf 6
01851 5 |EE i {}Eﬂ{a Mews York 48 cents

Southampion blue
oaiegtamp 28 May
1851

Landon crowned
detestamp 26 May
1851 (Difficult 1o
read under the two
odFes handatamps)

Liverpool & cenis
accounancy hang-
slamp type M35 in
uge 185057

Liverponl lozenge
nandetamp  tyvpe
MZE in use 1B4E-H1

Sécountancy hand-
glamp no.  XEd
Wirter reports tha
usa Jul 51-Mar 52

use of this hand-
stamp | 7 Jun 51)
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7. AMERICAN STEAMSHIP COMPETITION o
7.3. THE HAVRE LINE

The Mew York & Hawe Steam Mevigation Company. known a5 Havre Line was established by American shipping
mien e compete against Cunard Line, The company had an agreement with LS. Posimaster General combined with
the subsidy from the Govemmeni. Monthiy sailings stared in October 1350 from Mew York to Havre calling ot
Sputhampion on each voyage. The firs ships of the company wen: wooden paddle-sleamers the FRANKLIN (2184
tons) and the HUMBOLDT (2350 tons).

e a : -..' -iqﬁ T
Ballimore  round  circled ] : T . "t
handstamp “20° in uppar right ]
camer of the ietiar

31'92 R n;si RICA

Black sccounting handstamp of
Hanmayes Pest Oflice in Bramean
shawing letter was fram the Uni
tad Siabes. X2 kreuger due for
transit o Bremen and 9 kr for
transit to Mitislfrankan,

Roube: Batimons-Mew York-Southampton-Bremen-Nomberg-Lanzerscar.  Entire lefier onginating in Balimare and witlen in
old German language  The lefer & acdressed to "Lenzensdod, Lendgencht Luchtemshausen, Maelfranken” Takan o Mew Yark,
recause no ship was sading from Baltimore i coming few days, Carred in Sremen closed mail by Ocean Line's steamar
HUMSOLDT, dap, Mew York an 31 July, ar. al Southampton on 12 Aug. 1852 The maibags wera carned to Bramen, where thay
armved on 16 Aug. The lefter was than tskan by the Magdeburng-Leipzig Ralbway Post to Nimbsang
Markings: BaBmore hendstamp (struck taice on the upper et comes) & not legibde. Black cndled “20°  handstama and red
datestamp MWew Yark an 30 July . "32/3 AMERICA Ober Bremen™ back handstamp Twe ralbway handstamps on 17 Aug. aon
revarsa, Blua manuscrpt rabe marking “41°

Ealimoee post offce debibed Bremen 20c The transt from ULS, was 32 krauzer jeguialent to 20c) and  German indanid
pastage to the destination was 8 kr. Tobal 1o be collected 41 Kreuzer
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